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Scared 


| have never been so scared in my life. 


Once a man broke into our house when | was eight. | remember how my brother pulled me out of my bed, 
putting his hand over my mouth so | couldn't make any noise while he dragged me into the closet. Back then | 
was still scared in the dark, but my brother didn't think of that when he locked the door again, leaving me 


there without knowing what was going on. 


When | was eleven | stood on a wooden surface in the middle of the woods. My hands and knees were shaking 
as | looked down at my classmates that were blurry through my tears. They were shouting my name, telling 
me to jump the two meters just as they had done. | felt like the ground was laughing with me, an evil laugh 


that told me | was a coward and made me cry even more. 


On my sixteenth birthday | was lying on the operation table, waiting for one of the nurses to put me to sleep. 
If it wasn't for the fact that my appendix was causing unbearable pain, | would have ran out of there faster 


than the speed of light. 


One night when | walked home after a failed date, | heard footsteps behind me. For a moment | was convinced it 


had to be the guy that wouldn't stop whining about his ex-girlfriend, but then suddenly the footsteps 
disappeared. The street was empty when | looked behind me and | felt my heart beating in my chest as 
suddenly a cat came running from a nearby alley. | held my breath as | slowly turned around again, listening 


carefully as | walked home as fast as possible. 


Five years ago | met my best friend and | fell in love with her only a few months later. Every nerve in my 
body was tingling as | grabbed her hand one day and slowly leaned up. | was so sure that | was about to ruin 
the greatest friendship | ever had that it was the only thing on my mind in the last few seconds before our 
lips met. | was going to lose everything | had and | was scared to death, or that was what | thought back then, 


| have been so afraid for so many things in my life, but it's nothing compared to how | feel right now. Those 
moments weren't going to change my life, but this one is. | always said | would never do it, that it was nothing 
for me and I'm still not convinced this is right. Never would | have thought to be in this position, and yet here 


| am. Scared to death, once again. 


Even though the girl that used to be my best friend five years ago is now my girlfriend and she is peacefully 
sleeping next to me, | just can't stop thinking. | love Sharon with my whole heart, but there is one thing about 
her that | never wanted. | saw how happy she was five months ago and | smiled for her sake, now | still doubt 
if it was the right thing to do. It will change our lives and | don't know if I'm ready for that, if I'm willing to 


give up the life | have now. 


| dread when Sharon suddenly wakes up and sits up in the bed. A smile appears on her face as she looks at 
me, and I'm still not sure about what's happening. She takes one of my hands and guides it towards her belly, 
slowly intertwining our fingers as her hands lays next to mine. | want to ask her what's going on when | 
suddenly feel it and gasp. The small bump against the palm of my hand is followed by another one and | stare 
at her belly in disbelieve. 


‘t's kicking... | whisper as if it will stop the magic if it hears me. 

‘Our baby is alive, Tarja’ 

I've never seen my girlfriend so happy and | feel something changing in me as a tear of happiness escapes her 
eye. Another bump against our hands follows and | laugh with her as | finally realize why she was so happy 
five months ago. My hand doesn't leave its spot as | lean down and kiss the soft skin of her belly, hoping the 
baby inside of it feels it someway. 


Suddenly, I'm not scared anymore. 


